
  An Artistic Advent 
The gospel story is the way in which we order our faith 
and our lives as a Christian. It also orders our calendar.  
This is the time of year when we begin again, a whole 
new year when we flip over to the beginning of the story 
once more. We begin before the birth of Christ... We 
begin with anticipation...  We begin 
with waiting... We begin Advent!  We 

wait not only for the birth of Jesus, we wait also for a new 
heaven and a new earth.  In this season we call Advent, 
we stand in between. Just as we look forward to the 
beginning of the story, we also look forward to the 
culmination of the story. This year we are going to 
symbolize that standing in between, that anticipating the birth of Christ and 

the birth of a new world, in a particular way.   

We invite you to participate in Advent outside of the church. 
How might we experience that most holy thing - that process 
of a birth in the world during Advent.  Not all of us are 
capable of fully experiencing a birth, but there are those 
among us who can - artists.  Those who know what it means 
to have a thing grow within them for a time, to worry about 
it, to fear, to have some anxiety, and ultimately to see it born 
into the world.  Artists know a little something about birthing 
a thing.  What if… we celebrated Advent together by 

producing some art. So we invite you, all of you this Advent, 
to do some piece of art: paint something, write something, 
draw something, sculpt something. Come up with a musical 
piece, a monologue, or a drama. Do something artistic… 
produce a thing.  Then on Christmas Eve, as we gather for 
worship, we will put those things, as long as you are willing, 

on display for everyone to see what we 
have come up with. 

Now here is the thing.  It is not about 
how beautiful, how wonderful, how 
perfect the art you produce is.  What we 
are looking for this season is to experience, in 
producing a piece of art, the same feeling that we might 

experience as we work out the birth process of bringing to bear a new 
heaven and a new earth.   

You are invited, encouraged, and even begged to try to produce 
something in the next several weeks of Advent.   

 

 

 


